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Library Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Bennington Public library is to inspire lifelong learning, advance knowledge, 

and strengthen community.  To deliver on this promise we rely on three great resources—our 

staff, our collection, and our physical space. 

 

Library Vision Statement: 

The Bennington Public Library creates opportunities to engage, connect, and discover. 
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Introduction/Strategic Planning Team 

 

The Strategic Planning process began in fall 2013with the help of Gail Formanack, Eastern 

Library System Executive Director as facilitator.  Members of the committee included library 

board, library staff, Friends of the Library and community members. (Konni in den Bosch, Matt 

Whitmire, Judy Winnicki, LeAnn Siekman, Ingrid Geiseman, Melissa Waite Ketelsen, Katie 

Kluver, Dee Clark, Lisa Flaxbeard, Teresa Wiggs). Strategic goals and objectives were created 

based on community needs and library service priorities identified through a community needs 

survey, community focus groups, SWOT analysis, and community and library profiles.  

 

Community Profile 

 

The Bennington Public Library legal service population assigned by Nebraska Library 

Commission for 2015 is 4,507.  The population of the City of Bennington is 1,472.  It is located 

in Douglas County, northwest of Omaha.  The greater Bennington community (68007 zip code) 

is growing with the addition of housing in new developments in surrounding non-incorporated 

Douglas County.  The current population in the 68007 (Bennington) zip code is 10,204 (7612 in 

2010).  The population is relatively affluent with a median household income of $71,319. This is 

$18,390 more than the median household income for Douglas County as a whole. Less than 10% 

of students in the Bennington Public School District are eligible for free or reduced lunch. The 

community is growing due to its proximity to Omaha which is where many residents work. 

There are a relatively large number of young families in the area. Close to 90% of all parents are 

in the work force. 

As of the census
[2]

 of 2010, there were 1,458 people, 556 households, and 388 families residing 

in the city. The racial makeup of the city was 96.9% White, 0.8% African American, 0.2% 

Native American, 0.1% Asian, 1.0% from other races, and 1.0% from two or more races. 

Hispanic or Latino of any race were 1.9% of the population. 

There were 556 households of which 42.3% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 

55.8% were married couples living together, 10.6% had a female householder with no husband 

present, 3.4% had a male householder with no wife present, and 30.2% were non-families. 25.9% 

of all households were made up of individuals and 11.5% had someone living alone who was 65 

years of age or older. The average household size was 2.62 and the average family size was 3.18. 

The median age in the city was 37.1 years. 29.9% of residents were under the age of 18; 5.9% 

were between the ages of 18 and 24; 26.6% were from 25 to 44; 24.5% were from 45 to 64; and 

13% were 65 years of age or older. The gender makeup of the city was 47.9% male and 52.1% 

female. 

The economy is largely driven by Property Taxes and small businesses in small downtown and 

light industrial areas. Types of businesses include a number of bars and fast food restaurants, a 

bank, daycare, dentists, chiropractor, physical therapist, auto repair shops, storage units, and a 

retirement community which provides services for independent seniors, assisted living and 

memory care. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bennington,_Nebraska#cite_note-FactFinder-2


 

3 

 

 

The Bennington school district serves the town of Bennington as well as many unincorporated 

housing developments and some rural residents. The school population has almost doubled in the 

last ten years which prompted the need to move from a single K-12 building in 2005 to a high 

junior/senior high school and one elementary school. Two new elementary schools were opened 

in 2009 and 2012. All four school campuses have libraries with professional staff and access to 

information through books and technology. The Bennington Public School District’s total 2014-

15 enrollment is 1,774 students.    

 

The City of Bennington has outdoor recreational facilities consisting of three parks, soccer and 

baseball fields and one basketball court. There are many youth sports organizations active in the 

community. Active civic groups help to sponsor activities and events. Those organizations 

include the Lions Club, Jaycees, GFWC Woman’s Club, American Legion Post and Auxiliary, 

Bennington Community Foundation, Friends of the Library, etc.  A local church’s fellowship 

hall is utilized by many community organizations and is in constant demand.  

 

Communications include the Douglas County Post-Gazette, published weekly in neighboring 

Elkhorn and the Omaha World Herald.  News of local events and activities is reported quarterly 

in the school district’s Horizon Newsletter.  

 

Community Needs Assessment 

 

Community needs and library service priorities were identified through a community needs 

survey and community focus groups.  

 

Top Ten Critical Issues Facing Bennington: 

 

1. Managing the challenges related to rapid growth.  Many of the following topics relate to 

this issue. 

2. High property taxes. 

3. Economic development—need for building up existing businesses and attracting new 

businesses to provide additional City revenues and meet consumer needs—keep people in 

town to support local businesses rather than businesses in Omaha. 

4. Preserving Bennington’s small town atmosphere while attracting businesses which 

contribute the quality life as well as provide a deeper tax base. 

5. Fear of annexation by Omaha 

6. Need for a more welcoming atmosphere to assist in the assimilation of new residents 

and unifying incorporated Bennington and unincorporated Bennington residents. 

7. Recreation facilities, community pool, activities for children who reside in both 

incorporated and unincorporated Bennington. 

8. More and larger community meeting spaces/larger and up-to-date public library to serve 

as well as attract people who live south of the Bennington city limits. 

9. Leadership/lack of long term vision by city leadership – healthy balance between short 

term needs and long-term goals. 

10. Need for more philanthropic support for projects not funded through tax dollars. 
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Library Service Priorities 

 

1. Visit a comfortable place: Physical and virtual spaces  

 

2. Create young readers: Early literacy 

 

3. Stimulate imagination: Reading, viewing and listening for pleasure  

 

4. Connect to the online world: Public Internet access 

 

5. Know your community: Community resources and services 

 

6. Satisfy curiosity: Lifelong learning 

 

7. Understand how to find, evaluate, and use information: Information fluency  

 

8. Express creativity: Create and share content 

 

9. Make informed decisions: Health, wealth, and other life choices 

 

10. Learn to read and write: Adult, teen, and family literacy 

 

11. Be an informed citizen: Local, national, and world affairs 

 

12. Discover your roots: Genealogy and local history 

 

13. Succeed in school: Homework help 

 

14. Build successful enterprises:  Business and non-profit support 

 

 

Library Profile 

 

Library Mission Statement:   

The mission of the Bennington Public library is to inspire lifelong learning, advance knowledge, 

and strengthen community.  To deliver on this promise we rely on three great resources—our 

staff, our collection, and our physical space.  

 

Library Vision Statement: 

The Bennington Public Library creates opportunities to engage, connect, and discover. 

 

SWOT Assessment 

 

The library profile was created to discover strengths and weakness.  The methods used were a 

patron and board survey and focus groups.  
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Internal environment 

 

Strengths 

1. Excellent location on main street 

2. Friendly staff with good customer service 

3. Supportive Friends of the Library group 

4. Several dependable volunteers 

5. Programming for all ages, including Book clubs, story time, summer reading 

6. Community oriented 

7. Dedicated board 

8. Great collection based on variety and demand 

9. Up to date technology including wifi and digital collection 

10. Budget is stretched with county support and grant funding 

 

Weaknesses 

1. Not enough space to properly shelve/feature or expand collection to meet the needs of 

service population. 

2. Need more space to expand computer access for adults and kids 

3. Difficulty in keeping up with technology, including trained staff 

4. Facilities are not ADA compliant 

5. Limited hours 

6. Library’s current footprint has it hidden from the street 

7. General lack of visionary support from some city leadership 

8. Limited city budget 

9. Limited teen and adult services 

10. Limited staff and space, affecting programming and collection 

 

External environment 

 

Opportunities 

1. Growing community 

2. Affluent community 

3. Private funding resources available 

4. City owned fire station is vacant  

5. Technology  advancements 

6. Strong spirit of volunteerism in the community 

7. Active service organizations 

8. Availability of Social media and marketing resources 

 

Threats 

1. Competition for fundraising dollars 

2. Taxpayers perceive current taxes as too high 

3. Federal government funding has produced concerns 

4. Limited city budget – competition for public funds 
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5. Technology tools and equipment continually advancing and changing 

6. Public misconceptions regarding technology as it relates to the relevancy of libraries 

7. Rumors and misinformation lead to uninformed citizenry 

8. Divisiveness in the community/vocal objectors 

9. Businesses and services in Omaha are competition for local businesses 

10. Leadership and visionary deficiency 

 

Library & Community Meeting Space Expansion  
 

As the strategic plan was developing, the library’s number one priority--to acquire more space in 

the existing building it formally shared with the Bennington Volunteer Fire Department, was at 

the forefront.  To this end, both a building design and a fund raising committee were formed and 

a case statement developed. The case statement is included in this strategic planning document as 

it will serve as a concise history and profile of the Bennington Public Library.  It is also the 

guiding force in accomplishing the Bennington Public Library’s number one goal and priority.  

 

Bennington Public Library Board of Trustees in partnership with the Friends of the Bennington 

Library is seeking funding to renovate and expand the Bennington Public Library at its current 

location. The plan will create a modern information center and community gathering space for 

residents of Bennington and the surrounding area. The Bennington Public Library has outgrown 

its existing facility and does not adequately meet the current and future needs of the community 

in the confines of the current library space. 

 

A Place for Lifelong Learning & Community Engagement 

Since 1948, Bennington has enjoyed the benefits of a community library. Located at 15505 

Warehouse Street since 1970, the Bennington Public Library has provided residents of 

Bennington and the surrounding area with resources for lifelong learning, a knowledgeable staff 

and a welcoming place to gather.  

 

The current 1,500 sq. ft. library offers its patrons books, newspapers, magazines, large print 

books, local history, audio books, e-books, videos/DVDs and more. The collection as of October 

1, 2014 consisted of 19,715 books, 1,252 Videos (DVDs), 1,060 audio books along with a 

variety of other types of materials for a total collection count of 22,166. In addition, the 

Bennington Public Library is a member of the Nebraska Overdrive Consortium which includes 

15,861downloadable E-Books and 7,870 audio titles, bringing the total collection number to 

45,897.  The library also provides library programs which include two weekly and one monthly 

weekend early literacy story time, summer reading programs for ages 3 through 6
th

 grade, two 

adult book clubs and one teen book club.  Inter-library loans, computers with Internet access and 

printing capabilities, Wi-Fi, and copier and fax services are also provided. In addition to the main 

library space, a shared community meeting room of approximately 575 sq. ft. is used for library 

programs and community, civic, and youth organizations meetings and activities.  

 

Beyond all of these materials and services, the library is a place where community members can 

come together to learn, socialize, meet, do business and educate their children--a community 

meeting hub. 
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A Growing Problem 

The number of registered library users has more than quadrupled since 2004 from 691 to 4352.  

In the last ten years annual circulation has increased 112.5 percent from 27,460 to 58,358.   

Children’s program attendance has increased over 500 percent in the same period, reflecting the 

growing population of young families in the greater Bennington community.  

 

The current facility is no longer large enough to provide the services and programs demanded by 

the burgeoning population of the greater Bennington Community.  There is no room for quiet 

study areas, there is limited seating in the library, and the single meeting room does not meet the 

needs of the community. With a growing population of young families and others, local youth 

organizations such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, youth sports clubs, and adult service 

organizations are limited in their options for holding meetings and events in the community. 

These organizations routinely meet at the local restaurant/bar in order to have adequate space. 

Feedback has been received from residents that the library would be a designated meeting space 

if it were larger and more available.  

In addition, there is a limited number of computer workstations to meet public demand. Although 

free wireless Internet is available, patrons with their own devices have very few seating options 

and must be prepared to sit on the also limited floor space or in their vehicle in front of the 

library building. 

A larger print collection is needed for the library’s ever-growing service population, but there is 

inadequate space for current collections, let alone space to add to the holdings. Every time a new 

item is added to the collection, an item must be removed to make room. 
 

The current facility prevents the library from adapting to its growing patronage and providing a 

top-rate library experience for future generations. To continue to grow and develop new 

programs, the library must acquire more space. 
 

Organizing for a Solution 

Recognizing and responding to the need for additional space, community members chartered the 

Friends of the Bennington Public Library in 1992 to raise awareness and funds for a larger 

facility to service the rapidly growing Bennington community. 
 
With support from the Bennington City Council and the Friends of the Library, the Library 

Board has determined that the best, most economical way for the library to acquire much-needed 

space is to expand into the adjacent fire station facility. The fire station was vacated in early 

2015. The library expansion project will result in not only a larger library, but a community 

engagement center to spur economic development in Bennington, foster community service 

opportunities and create a potential rental revenue source for the library/city. 

 

The Bennington Public Library, including community meeting space, will occupy approximately 

6,100 sq. ft. of the 10,800 sq. ft. building, sharing the facility with the city offices and other city 

departments. Renovation of the fire station will allow the library to: 



 

8 

 

 

 Provide private study/meeting areas (currently not available);  

 Expand onsite programming opportunities, as currently there is only space for one 

program to take place at a time. Having multiple meeting room options will allow for 

library programs to be offered for different age groups simultaneously, enhancing the 

library experience for families and all patrons. 

 Expand services to students and staff of the Bennington Public Schools, private schools 

and homeschooling networks through enhanced materials, meeting areas and reading 

programs. 

 Offer spacious community meeting and conference rooms, with adjacent warming 

kitchen, which can be used for library activities and other community events. This new 

gathering space, which will be able to accommodate groups of up to 100 people, will 

offer many possibilities for Bennington area residents. 

 Provide a parking lot for safe access to the library (currently no lot is available); 

 Display special exhibits (currently there is no designated space for exhibits). 

 

Funding the Vision 

The estimated cost of the proposed library expansion and renovation is $1,074,476, including 

construction costs, furnishings and equipment for both library space and community meeting 

space.  

 

The expansion project has been divided into three phases. At completion, the library will more 

than double its size. There will be meeting rooms for library programs and community events for 

groups of up to 100 people.  

 
Phase I 

Library Space (3060 sf) 
 Phase II 

Exterior Renovations &  
Site Improvements 

 Phase III 
Conference Center/ 

Meeting Space (2,050 sf) 
Construction (3,060  
@ $71/sf) 

$217,260  Construction $330,000  Construction 
(2,005 @$71/sf) 

$143,500 

Soft Costs (legal, 
design, testing, etc.) 

21,726  Soft Costs (legal, 
design, testing, 
etc.) 

33,000  Soft Costs (legal, 
design, testing, 
etc.) 

14,350 

Furnishings  ($25/sf) 76,500  Total $363,000  Furnishings  
($25/sf) 

51,250 

Demolition, 
Permitting, etc. 

45,000     AV Technology 
($10/sf) 

71,600 

Subtotal 360,486     Total $280,700 
Vestibule/Restrooms 
(990 sf @ $71/sf) 

70,290       

Total $430,776       

 

This project hinges on successful fundraising. The effort began with a $125,000 gift from the 

Friends of the Library. A fundraising committee made up of a cross-section of community 

members is actively seeking grants and donations from individuals, foundations, corporations, 

and community organizations through grant writing, personal visits, direct mail, and special 
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events. The committee’s goal is to raise gifts and pledges totaling $1.1 million.  Phase One 

renovations will begin when gifts received total $430,776.   

 

Library Budget 

 

The 2014-15 fiscal year budget is $118,826.  The majority of revenue is provided by the City of 

Bennington (53%) and Douglas County (42%).  Although the library serves more non-

incorporated Douglas County residents than City of Bennington residents ( on average over the 

last 5 years) the City of Bennington (56%) has provided more annual revenue than Douglas 

County (37%). The remaining revenue is provided through state aid, fines and fees collected by 

the library, and donations or grants received.  The city’s limited tax revenue and long-term debt 

payments greatly limit the city’s ability to contribute to the operation of the library as well as 

projects over and above operating expenses, such the library renovation and expansion capital 

project. 
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STRATEGIC GOALS and OBJECTIVES 

 

Goal 1 seeks to address the following Community Needs: 

 Managing the challenges related to rapid growth. 

 More and larger community meeting spaces/larger and up-to-date public library to serve 

as well as attract people who live south of the Bennington city limits. 

 

1. In order to manage challenges related to rapid growth and to provide more and larger 

community meeting spaces we seek to expand the existing facility to provide a 

welcoming place for community interactions and to disseminate information, materials, 

and services for the benefit of existing/future organizations and businesses in 

Bennington. 

A. Collaboratively create a step-by-step plan denoting who is responsible and with 

deadlines in order to fulfill the goal of having an expanded library space by 2016. 

(Building Steering Committee by Fall 2015) 

B. Continue fundraising campaign to secure monetary support in order to begin Phase I 

construction by December 2015 and remaining phases by December 2016. 

(Campaign Committee) 

C. Expand print and technology resources and programming space in the renovated 

facility. (Library Director, Library Specialist, Technology Committee by Summer 

2017) 

D. Advocate for increased local government funding by intentional and ongoing 

communication with local leadership in order to fully fund the maximum use of 

expanded space.(Library Board, Friends, and Library Director 2016-2018) 

E. Advocate for and aid in the creation and implementation of a Friends of the Library 

annual giving fundraising program. (Library Board, Library Director, Friends of the 

Library 2016) 

F. Research and determine if the library needs a Foundation to meet future private 

funding goals. (Library Board 2016) 
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Goal 2 seeks to address the following Community Needs: 

 Recreation facilities, community pool, activities for children who reside in both 

incorporated and unincorporated Bennington. 

 Preserve Bennington’s small town atmosphere while attracting businesses which 

contribute the quality life as well as provide a deeper tax base. 

 High property taxes. 

 Economic development—need for building up existing businesses and attracting new 

businesses to provide additional City revenues and meet consumer needs—keep people in 

town to support local businesses rather than businesses in Omaha. 

 

2. Partner and collaborate with community entities and volunteers to develop 

programming to enable the library to become a hub for community engagement. 

A. Address the need for activities for children in the community by continuing to 

develop the library’s summer reading program and further grow the program when 

larger space is available. (Summer 2017). 

B. Through the solicitation of feedback from local students, research and develop 

programs and activities to engage teens, including the reactivation of the teen 

advisory board. (Library Specialist and Library Director research by Spring 2016 –

begin implementation by summer 2016) 

C. Enhance early literacy programs to meet needs of growing population of young 

families. (Fall 2018) 

D. In order to preserve Bennington’s small town atmosphere and encourage economic 

development, we will engage local experts to present relevant educational 

programming for local entrepreneurs and small business owners. (Library Director, 

Friends of the Library volunteers by Spring 2017) 

E. In order to address the community fears of annexation and concerns regarding high 

property taxes, partner with local and regional officials/local experts to provide forum 

style presentations on these issues. (Library Director with the assistance of Friends of 

the Library and Library Board volunteers—Fall 2016) 
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Goal 3 seeks to address the following Community Needs: 

 Managing the challenges related to rapid growth. 

 More and larger community meeting spaces/larger and up-to-date public library to serve 

as well as attract people who live south of the Bennington city limits. 

 High property taxes. 

 Economic development—need for building up existing businesses and attracting new 

businesses to provide additional City revenues and meet consumer needs—keep people in 

town to support local businesses rather than businesses in Omaha. 

 Preserve Bennington’s small town atmosphere while attracting businesses which 

contribute the quality life as well as provide a deeper tax base. 

 Recreation facilities, community pool, activities for children who reside in both 

incorporated and unincorporated Bennington. 

 

3. Increase use of the library and its resources through strategic marketing of desired 

services. 

A. Keep print and technology resources current and relevant for all users to serve as well 

as attract more people to the library. (Library Specialist and Library Director—

ongoing) 

B. Promote the use of technology, digital and meeting space resources verbally day to 

day and create brochure of library services (Library Director, Library Staff by 2017).  

C. Market library services by utilizing local publications, such as neighborhood 

websites, newsletters, and school publications. (Library Director and volunteers--

ongoing) 

D.  Establish a broader social media presence for the library (Library Director and 

Library Board members. (Spring 2016--ongoing). 

E. Publish a library e-newsletter on a quarterly basis (Library Director by Fall 2015). 

F. Take advantage of training opportunities and research ways to maximize the features 

of the current ILS system. (Library Staff--2016) 

G. To create a more welcoming environment and opportunity to use the facilities, we 

will increase operating hours to include Fridays, more evenings and longer Saturdays. 

(2016-2018) 

 

Goal 4: Supports goals 1-3.  

 

4. Reach Gold Level Public Library Accreditation by 2018 by fulfilling all guidelines. 

A. Review and propose necessary revisions and/or additions to all library 

policies.(Annually in February) 

B. Create an advocacy policy and an exhibits, displays, and bulletin board policy.  

C. Annually review Technology Plan and revise as necessary. (Technology Committee) 

D. Each Library Board member and each library staff member participate in a minimum 

of one regional, statewide or national advocacy effort by 2018. 

E. Revise policy to increase library operating hours to attract more usage of the library, 

better serve the public, and meet Nebraska Library Commission guidelines for 

accreditation.  
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Evaluation 

 

A review and evaluation of the plan will take place annually in September by the library staff, 

library board and representative(s) from Friends of the Library.  Each goal and objective will be 

assessed to determine whether benchmark progress has been made. If the objective has not been 

met, steps will be outlined to modify the objective or to assess what further actions will be 

needed to meet the measure. 
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Appendix A 

 
Bennington Public Library Community Needs Survey Questions 
 

Please take a moment to answer the questions on our survey.  Responses collected will be 
used by the Library Strategic Planning Committee to evaluate community needs and identify 
ways the library can better service the community.  All questions are optional. 
 
 1. How old are you? 

 12 or under 13-18 19-24 25-49 50-64 65 or older 

       
 

2. What is your gender? 

 Male Female    
      
 

3. How long have you lived in Bennington  (68007 zip code)? 

 0-5 years 6-10 years 11-20 years 21+ years Other, please specify city 

     
 

_____________________ 
 

4. How would you categorize the quality of life where you live? 

 One of the best cities in Nebraska Generally good Average Below average No opinion 

      

 
5. How important are the following factors to the quality of life in Bennington/where you live?  
    (check one box that applies to each factor) 

 
Very 

Important 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Don’t know/ 
Not Applicable 

Safe place to live      

Clean and attractive      

Hometown atmosphere      

Vibrant ‘downtown’ area      

Selection of housing      

Quality of schools      

Shopping Opportunities      
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Parks and recreation facilities      

Public Services (Library, Police, Fire)      

Proximity to employment      

Other, please specify:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What would you say is the most critical issue facing Bennington today? 
 
7. Do you have a library card? Yes No 

   

 

8. On average, how often do you visit the library? 

 
Daily Weekly Monthly 

Bi-
Monthly 

Less than once a 
month 

Never 

 
   

 

   

 
9. How would you rate each of the following library services? 

 
Excellent Good Fair Poor 

Don’t know/Not 
applicable 

Customer service      

Collection (books, DVDs, music, 
newspapers, etc.) 

     

Programs (classes, storytimes, etc.)      

Online services (website, catalog, 
research databases, etc.) 

     

ILL (Inter-library loan)      

Library policies (loan period, etc.)      

Computers and printers      

Internet access      

Facilities      

Hours of operation      

Overall, how would you rate the 
library? 
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10. How important is each of the following library services to you? 

 
Very 

Important 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Don’t know/ 
Not Applicable 

Borrowing materials (books, DVDs, 
music, etc.) 

     

Reference (research assistance from 
librarians) 

     

Programs (classes, story times, etc.)      

Computers and printers      

Help using computers, printers, etc.       

Study rooms/reading areas      

Community meeting rooms      

Internet access      

ILL (Inter-library loan)      

Online services (website, catalog, 
research databases, etc.) 

     

Photocopier/Fax      

Newspapers and magazines      

E-books and digital audio books      

Overall, how important is the library 
to you and your family? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      

 
11. How could the Bennington Public Library or its services be improved, if at all? 
 

12. How does the Bennington Public Library benefit you or the community? 
 
13. Additional Comments: 
 
Thank you for your time!  If you have questions about this survey or about the library, please contact us 
at benlib@bl.omhcoxmail.com.  
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Appendix B 

 
Q6 What would you say is the most critical issue facing Bennington today? 
Answered: 251 Skipped: 125 
# Responses Date 
1 growth and a bigger tax base 12/23/2013 7:54 AM 
2 taxes, budget,use of the fire station 12/19/2013 9:10 PM 
3 growth of community and meeting the demands produced from this growth 12/19/2013 4:16 PM 
4 Lack of businesses to generate tax revenue. 12/19/2013 2:49 PM 
5 Better overall city facilities. Generally has a small town feeling. Expanding is usually a good idea 
for the city tax issues and overall budget. 
12/19/2013 12:27 PM 
6 House taxes for area 12/19/2013 11:38 AM 
7 none 12/18/2013 2:47 PM 
8 Not enough buisnesses 12/18/2013 2:47 PM 
9 Keeping their own identity separate from Omaha. 12/18/2013 10:37 AM 
10 keeping crime low 12/18/2013 10:21 AM 
11 lack of shopping 12/18/2013 9:18 AM 
12 It seems to be growing and could use a grocery store and the library seems to be busy and needs to 
be expanded. 
12/18/2013 2:03 AM 
13 People are being stupid and running out on the road when clearly a car is coming and not seeing 
them in the dark. 
12/17/2013 10:08 PM 
14 Downtown district lacks family friendly restaurants 12/17/2013 8:46 PM 
15 Keeping up with the population growth both in the schools and in the community. 12/17/2013 7:40 PM 
16 Not getting incorporated into Omaha 12/17/2013 4:33 PM 
17 Slow Economic Development & the lack of support by the mayor for the Library Improvements. 12/17/2013 3:55 PM 
18 Parking for events. Practice facilities for outdoor spring and fall sports are difficult to schedule due 
to number of teams needing them. No public pool. 
12/17/2013 1:41 PM 
19 Omaha trying to annex it. 12/17/2013 10:45 AM 
20 i would guess small business growth and viability 12/17/2013 10:19 AM 
21 Schools system keeping up with growth, facilities are not comparable to Elkhorn, Gretna or Blair. 12/17/2013 10:09 AM 
22 Growth 12/17/2013 10:04 AM 
23 Fast Growth 12/17/2013 9:21 AM 
24 keeping the small town atmosphere alive 12/16/2013 11:09 PM 
25 Rapid growth 12/16/2013 9:48 PM 
26 Maintaining small town friendly feel as city continues to grow. 12/16/2013 9:46 PM 
27 Economic development. The need for tax revenue sources besides property taxes. A plan and 
vision for the future. 
12/16/2013 9:24 PM 
28 Growth and making room in the schools for new kids 12/16/2013 9:00 PM 
29 Not much to offer for shopping 12/16/2013 8:30 PM 
30 I think the lack of economic development is the most critical issue at this time. 12/16/2013 8:29 PM 
31 Growth issues and higher property taxes. 12/16/2013 7:40 PM 
32 financial responsibility of city government 12/16/2013 7:22 PM 
33 handling the growth and staying a small community 12/16/2013 7:16 PM 
34 How to accept the growth of the community and grow responsibly. 12/16/2013 7:06 PM 
35 School crowding...I think the city boundaries are too far, need a pool/splash park 12/16/2013 5:58 PM 
36 N/A 12/16/2013 5:40 PM 
37 Growth 12/16/2013 4:46 PM 
38 Growth and new people coming to the community 12/16/2013 4:03 PM 
39 Providing services for the people who live there 12/16/2013 3:14 PM 
40 Managing growth 12/16/2013 3:08 PM 
41 The multiple accidents that happen on the highway. 12/16/2013 3:07 PM 
42 The idea that change is not good and the amount of people willing to get involved. 12/16/2013 2:53 PM 
43 no rec center 12/15/2013 7:30 PM 
44 growth of the community and surrounding areas. 12/15/2013 6:47 AM 
45 Keeping up with growth - schools 12/14/2013 5:25 PM 
46 Keeping up with the demands of our growth. 12/14/2013 10:55 AM 
47 need bigger/better library facility & additional/updated computers 12/14/2013 10:06 AM 
48 BENNINGTON'S DEBT 12/14/2013 7:21 AM 
49 We need a real downtown area, a town center, to draw people into town. Renovation of current 
buildings would help. 
12/13/2013 9:05 PM 
50 lack of pool 12/13/2013 9:02 PM 
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51 Shopping 12/13/2013 6:27 PM 
52 Lack of business tax base. 12/13/2013 4:36 PM 
53 I think Bennington needs more communnity space. 12/13/2013 10:39 AM 
54 keeping up with growth in the town and surronding area 12/12/2013 8:18 PM 
55 expanding Library in former Fire Dept . bldg. 12/12/2013 1:28 PM 
56 Need more entertainment Opeertunities 12/12/2013 11:44 AM 
57 Growing community 12/12/2013 7:49 AM 
58 property tax rate as there are few businesses to collect sales tax nad other taxes from. 12/12/2013 5:25 AM 
59 Growth 12/11/2013 9:22 PM 
60 Not enough recreation facilities 12/11/2013 9:03 PM 
61 growing community 12/11/2013 8:19 PM 
62 keeping the small atmosphere while growing 12/11/2013 2:47 PM 
63 Need to have public facilities keep up with the increasing population needs. 12/11/2013 1:59 PM 
64 The growth of the town and school district 12/11/2013 12:36 PM 
65 need things to do for the children and teens that are positive 12/10/2013 9:23 PM 
66 needs a city swimming pool 12/10/2013 9:17 PM 
67 Although I think it is getting better, the Bennington community has not been real receptive to the 
growth in the past. I would like to see reasons for housing communities south of town to be involved 
in things in town. Don't lose your residents south of town! 
12/10/2013 3:13 PM 
68 Being able to keep the "hometown" feeling as Bennington continues to grow. 12/10/2013 2:28 PM 
69 lack of police service 12/10/2013 1:27 PM 
70 taxes 12/10/2013 11:19 AM 
71 Budget issues 12/10/2013 10:59 AM 
72 Bennington has grown in size over the last 10 years but city services, libraries and parks have 
remained unchanged and often times cannot accommodate the volume change. 
12/10/2013 10:23 AM 
73 Not sure, since I don't live in the actual town 12/10/2013 9:29 AM 
74 Need more activities for children and a better downtown area. 12/10/2013 9:00 AM 
75 Accommodating growth of nearby housing developments. 12/10/2013 8:59 AM 
76 Providing better public facilities i.e. Library, swimming pool, YMCA, and grocery store 12/10/2013 8:37 AM 
77 Lack of commercial development in and around town. 12/10/2013 7:40 AM 
78 Growth 12/10/2013 7:00 AM 
79 not sure 12/10/2013 6:18 AM 
80 I don't really think of Bennington as a shopping or eating place - the "town" seems very inclusive of 
their downtown residents. 
12/10/2013 2:51 AM 
81 Integrating life-long Bennington residents with those who are newer to the community or live in the 
"suburbs" of Omaha that feed into the Bennington School system. Sometimes those who live 
outside of the city limits are not considered Bennington residents by the "old-timers" though our tax 
money goes toward the city and school system just the same as theirs does. 
12/10/2013 12:15 AM 
82 Providing adequate service to locals. Attracting locals to use Bennington Services and 
Restaurants. 
12/9/2013 10:47 PM 
83 The library is so small I think with more space there would be more opportunities for more families 
to come and enjoy this library. 
12/9/2013 10:20 PM 
84 No recreational activities for kids and teens outside of school sports. 12/9/2013 10:16 PM 
85 Annexation by Omaha, do not want to see that happen. 12/9/2013 10:06 PM 
86 Keeping up with current trends. I feel that Bennington tries to hold on to ways that are more old 
school. The big thing is keeping up with trending technological advances as well 
12/9/2013 10:01 PM 
87 ridiculously high property taxes 12/9/2013 9:53 PM 
88 Being annexed 12/9/2013 9:37 PM 
89 Finances 12/9/2013 8:54 PM 
90 Running out of room for things. A town rec center would be nice with a pool, etc. 12/9/2013 8:43 PM 
91 No coffee shop. 12/9/2013 8:41 PM 
92 Maintains small town feel with tr growth around the community 12/9/2013 8:38 PM 
93 Keeping up with growth 12/9/2013 8:37 PM 
94 Crowding 12/9/2013 8:30 PM 
95 Amount of space provided for the community to gather for numerous activities (general recreation, 
learning, public safety) 
12/9/2013 8:20 PM 
96 no swimming pool that is crazy 12/9/2013 7:56 PM 
97 Property taxes 12/9/2013 7:55 PM 
98 schools 12/9/2013 7:52 PM 
99 growth in population, especially as it relates to the schools 12/9/2013 7:51 PM 
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100 Town growth 12/9/2013 7:45 PM 
101 The rapid growth. 12/9/2013 7:38 PM 
102 How to prioritize limited resources 12/9/2013 7:37 PM 
103 There are no businesses to keep people in town - so everyone goes to Omaha for everything. 12/9/2013 7:36 PM 
104 No recriational facilities for kids (pool, rec center) 12/9/2013 7:34 PM 
105 accommodating growth while maintaining the small-town atmosphere 12/9/2013 7:32 PM 
106 Lack of growth 12/9/2013 7:26 PM 
107 Managing growth 12/9/2013 7:24 PM 
108 Growing economic development. 12/9/2013 7:23 PM 
109 Lack of business to draw consumers to the city 12/9/2013 9:54 AM 
110 Vibrant business for downtown as we are so close to omaha 12/9/2013 7:22 AM 
111 supporting local businesses 12/8/2013 5:34 PM 
112 The fact that we do not have a swimming pool. I am not that personally concerned, since we have 
a neighborhood pool, but I've heard various complaints through the school system. I would have 
said a better fire fighters location, but I'm happy they are building a new center. 
12/7/2013 8:05 PM 
113 Managing growth 12/6/2013 1:41 PM 
114 LACK OF SIDEWALKS IN PARTS OF THE COMMUNITY 12/6/2013 11:31 AM 
115 That's a hard question to answer, I think personally from a standpoint of a child there isn't one. But, 
there may be things I have never been introduced to. 
12/5/2013 5:01 PM 
116 Very high taxes and the amount the city is already in debt. 12/5/2013 4:22 PM 
117 its small 12/5/2013 3:33 PM 
118 I am not sure 12/5/2013 3:30 PM 
119 Need an activity center 12/5/2013 1:25 PM 
120 Minors using drugs 12/5/2013 12:44 PM 
121 none 12/5/2013 12:19 PM 
122 I would say not having a pool or other shopping choices because some people don't have a car 
and would want to do activities instead of being inside all of the time. Having a pool is another 
option for jobs and being able to hang out with friends. 
12/5/2013 12:19 PM 
123 Too many kids, not enough space 12/5/2013 12:19 PM 
124 no food 12/5/2013 12:19 PM 
125 Theft or Bullying in Schools 12/5/2013 12:19 PM 
126 I think Bennington needs more places to shop and buy things. 12/5/2013 12:19 PM 
127 Population increasing howwver community supports and facilities not adequate. Kids need 
community resources, places for activities, learning and local jobs to keep them out of trouble. 
12/5/2013 12:03 AM 
128 Growing so rapidly, schools not remaining the small class sizes people desired and drew them to 
Bennington in the first place. 
12/4/2013 9:19 PM 
129 How to keep the small-town living atmosphere. 12/4/2013 7:41 PM 
130 Library is too small. 12/4/2013 6:38 PM 
131 We are need more places to come together. Pool, library, community center. We need more for 
the youth to do and to keep our money local to support our community. 
12/4/2013 5:44 PM 
132 grouth and taxes 12/4/2013 5:16 PM 
133 Growing the city along with the population. 12/4/2013 3:29 PM 
134 Managing growth while maintaining the small town atmosphere that we all moved here for. 
Sometimes there is an underlying old vs new Bennington attitude. 
12/4/2013 1:54 PM 
135 High taxes 12/4/2013 11:37 AM 
136 I really think we need to have more community events. We need to bring all of Bennington 
together. We need to be connected with a sidewalk from State street to the Bennington town. When 
that connection takes place you will have more familes bike, run, walk to town incraes business and 
become more involved. We need things that not always cost, not all of us have a big budget. We 
can expand our library space. We can have family friendly things to do on weekends to enjoy. Not 
all of us want to use our free time at a bar. Maybe resesrch other community or activitites that 
places like village point or community centers have done to start here in our town. We shouldn't be 
driving away when we can build up our community. Even home depot does a craft. We need to 
doll up our downtown. We can use more things to do for all ages. 
12/4/2013 10:19 AM 
137 Keeping up with recent population expansion 12/4/2013 8:57 AM 
138 Residents do not support local businesses and drive to maple st. area Instead. 12/4/2013 6:58 AM 
139 More lively downtown scene and cleanliness. 12/4/2013 6:46 AM 
140 Losing that small town community feel as Omaha seems to grow closer and become more 
developed around Bennington. 
12/3/2013 10:52 PM 
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141 Keeping/attracting Business downtown 12/3/2013 10:28 PM 
142 Money to provide basic services to city and surrounding people. 12/3/2013 9:36 PM 
143 n/a 12/3/2013 9:34 PM 
144 maintain a small town atmosphere 12/3/2013 9:03 PM 
145 Growing with the population. 12/3/2013 8:03 PM 
146 Becoming a part of Omaha city limits 12/3/2013 6:54 PM 
147 Need bigger library 12/3/2013 5:39 PM 
148 Need for more schools as we are growing fast. Avoid, at all costs, being annexed by Omaha. 12/3/2013 5:31 PM 
149 it would be nice to have a full service grocery store so we don't have to drive into omaha. 12/3/2013 5:28 PM 
150 I notice that the high school has quite a bit of not good things- pregnant students, thug-like 
behavior, this drives me and others away. 
12/3/2013 5:01 PM 
151 Fast paced growth 12/3/2013 2:51 PM 
152 Growth 12/3/2013 2:24 PM 
153 Taxes and debt, which creates inability to improve the town, which would draw people into town, 
to support businesses. We need futuristic vision for the city, for the community, not just the 
buildings & business, but the community, to improve and keep it a great place to live. 
12/3/2013 1:45 PM 
154 The library expansion 12/3/2013 1:19 PM 
155 Need for a grocery store 12/3/2013 12:16 PM 
156 I'm new, so not sure. 12/3/2013 11:47 AM 
157 need more schools 12/3/2013 11:29 AM 
158 Need community rec center w pool 12/3/2013 10:37 AM 
159 drug houses with no adult supervision 12/3/2013 10:34 AM 
160 population growth; small schools 12/3/2013 10:33 AM 
161 Facilities like the library, school and church have to keep up with the growth of the 
community.Space to meet in larger groups is necessary to keep the small town atmosphere-- let 
people get to know each other. 
12/3/2013 10:05 AM 
162 Ihave not been living in Bennington long enough to have noticed any critical issues. 12/3/2013 9:48 AM 
163 No comrade tie between Bennington and the neighboring communities 12/3/2013 9:43 AM 
164 no community center/ city pool 12/3/2013 9:23 AM 
165 Lack of funds for the amount of people using the area 12/3/2013 9:21 AM 
166 attracting people to the city from the area developments that lie south of the city 12/3/2013 9:17 AM 
167 School enrollment numbers increasing. 12/3/2013 9:16 AM 
168 Urban sprawl. Lots of outlying subdivisions (including ours). How do you maintain the small town 
atmosphere. 
12/3/2013 7:49 AM 
169 Maintaining it's identity as the city of Omaha spreads further northwest. 12/3/2013 7:04 AM 
170 Size of class rooms in school 12/3/2013 6:41 AM 
171 GROWTH IN SCHOOL POPULATION AND TAXES 12/3/2013 6:26 AM 
172 Rapid growth and access to community resources: pool, community center, library, sports facilities 12/3/2013 6:06 AM 
173 The ability to keep up with the growth. 12/2/2013 10:41 PM 
174 Lack of attention for all the great things going on in this town. 12/2/2013 10:31 PM 
175 Activities for the community. Lack of meeting space and community facilities 12/2/2013 10:06 PM 
176 Meeting the needs of the growing population, in terms of public recreation and educational 
facilities for children. 
12/2/2013 9:47 PM 
177 Needs a community center, gym and pool 12/2/2013 9:42 PM 
178 N a 12/2/2013 9:08 PM 
179 how to manage growth and keep rural qualities 12/2/2013 8:39 PM 
180 keeping up and not letting Omaha take over 12/2/2013 8:36 PM 
181 Downtown needs more variety 12/2/2013 8:33 PM 
182 Handling the growth 12/2/2013 8:23 PM 
183 No pool 12/2/2013 8:14 PM 
184 keeping property taxes down 12/2/2013 8:13 PM 
185 providing public services 12/2/2013 8:00 PM 
186 Athletics for kids 12/2/2013 7:59 PM 
187 Being Annexed with Omaha 12/2/2013 7:43 PM 
188 I feel the most critical issue is the close mindedness of some of our residents and council. As a city, 
we need to decide what Bennington wants to be. What it wants to look like and what it wants to be 
known for. Then start taking steps to give this city it's own character. Right now it's just a town that is 
growing and has no definition or vision. As a whole we tend to make decision based on the hear 
and now, or who we don't want to make mad, very rarely to we look far enough down the road to 
make the work/changes we do now worth something in the future. Bennington needs a plan and a 
council that supports identity and is not afraid to make that plan happen. 
12/2/2013 7:33 PM 
189 Need more recreational activities for kids. (Swimming pool or YMCA) 12/2/2013 7:27 PM 
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190 Keeping that hometown feel 12/2/2013 6:55 PM 
191 All residential. Very little business. 12/2/2013 6:53 PM 
192 Updating the downtown area and bringing in new businesses 12/2/2013 6:48 PM 
193 taxes 12/2/2013 6:19 PM 
194 being taken over by omaha 12/2/2013 6:16 PM 
195 Having enough school space once the 4th grade class and younger enters middle school. 12/2/2013 6:03 PM 
196 Willingness of citizens to support community improvements....schools, pools, library, athletic 
facility 
12/2/2013 5:51 PM 
197 Getting a handle on its budget. 12/2/2013 5:42 PM 
198 growth and how to adapt 12/2/2013 5:40 PM 
199 Growing as fast as it's surroundings. Keeping up 12/2/2013 5:36 PM 
200 Keeping up with the growing population 12/2/2013 5:12 PM 
201 Annexation????? 12/2/2013 5:03 PM 
202 Library, recreational facilities, schools, fire, police keeping up with continual growth 12/2/2013 4:56 PM 
203 Budget, taxes and an unattractive downtown with little parking. 12/2/2013 4:35 PM 
204 High taxes! We have one of the highest tax levies in the metro, and Omaha is one of the highest 
around. 
12/2/2013 4:21 PM 
205 Maybe that the library could be larger to accomodate more book selection and programs 12/2/2013 4:16 PM 
206 growth 12/2/2013 4:08 PM 
207 Building a new library and school 12/2/2013 4:03 PM 
208 Indoor recreational facilities and attracting new businesses to community. 12/2/2013 3:47 PM 
209 lack of business or resources for our youth..ie sports facilities to practice, or places for youth to hang 
out. 
12/2/2013 3:43 PM 
210 The library expansion 12/2/2013 3:40 PM 
211 Overall lack of town infrastructure. Examples include -Recreational space - The quality of the 
sports facilities are horrible. -No Community Center -Lacks quality library -No small grocery store/gas 
station/convenient store/coffee shop in centralized 156 & State area. 
12/2/2013 3:24 PM 
212 Growth at exponential rate 12/2/2013 3:18 PM 
213 No public pool 12/2/2013 3:16 PM 
214 Road safety 12/2/2013 3:07 PM 
215 Needs more small business 12/2/2013 3:03 PM 
216 Money 12/2/2013 3:00 PM 
217 Using the tax dollars from the constituents wisely and carefully. 12/2/2013 2:56 PM 
218 Schools being overcrowded. 12/2/2013 2:52 PM 
219 Planning for future growth of the community and inevitable change that will be coming in ensuing 
years. School and city leadership, plus other town civic groups need to meet to create a plan for 
vibrant growth and opportunities. 
12/2/2013 2:47 PM 
220 Drawing new business and increasing our tax base. Opportunities to add resources for the whole 
community. 
12/2/2013 2:41 PM 
221 Keeping our own unique atmosphere while still expanding. 12/2/2013 2:39 PM 
222 Need a closer place to shop for groceries-not Cubby's. 12/2/2013 2:37 PM 
223 The library is very small 12/2/2013 2:33 PM 
224 Not being engulfed by Omaha-holding their own as a small town. 12/2/2013 2:23 PM 
225 Teen pregnancy. Gun control for teenagers. 12/2/2013 2:19 PM 
226 Downtown needs a revival 12/2/2013 2:06 PM 
227 Growing demand on public services and infrastructure 12/2/2013 2:05 PM 
228 None 12/2/2013 2:02 PM 
229 Keeping up with the rapid growth of the town. 12/2/2013 1:50 PM 
230 Amount of elementary students vs current size of highschool 12/2/2013 1:32 PM 
231 Mabey having a community pool. 12/2/2013 1:30 PM 
232 maintaining that "small, hometown" feel 12/2/2013 1:29 PM 
233 Bennington Library is too crowded. 12/2/2013 1:27 PM 
234 Balancing the public services necessary to support the dramatic rise in population. 12/2/2013 1:27 PM 
235 Residential areas are fast-growing but downtown is not. 12/2/2013 1:20 PM 
236 Growth and disappearance of small town feel 12/2/2013 1:20 PM 
237 With Omaha so near, Bennington cannot do everything for everyone. we need to prioritize and that 
is not simple. with Saddlebrook Library and Elkhorn nearby, we may not achieve the ultimate. 
could we gain from joining Omaha public Library? 
12/2/2013 1:16 PM 
238 Mixed Blessing - Urban sprawl ... community increasing in size looses small town feel. 12/2/2013 1:13 PM 
239 To stay up and current with our public serviices with Omaha surrounding us. 12/2/2013 1:12 PM 
240 Rapid Growth and the ability to service that as a community in a small town way 12/2/2013 1:10 PM 
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241 Keeping up with the expanding population without increasing taxes 12/2/2013 1:09 PM 
242 The unwillingness of city government to think more progressively. 12/2/2013 1:07 PM 
243 lack of facilities such as pool, basketball courts, community center 12/2/2013 1:07 PM 
244 Lack of area to entice businesses to come to Bennington instead of Omaha 12/2/2013 1:07 PM 
245 The numbers of people who are choosing Bennington as their place to live. The city of 
Bennington has to find a way to keep up with the growth and to offer more services here in town so 
everyone doesn't have to spend their money in Omaha. We need to find a way to keep our 
spending dollars here in town. 
11/24/2013 8:58 PM 
246 Economic development 11/19/2013 4:03 PM 
247 attracting new businesses 11/14/2013 12:37 PM 
248 The City's financial situation and leadership Also, keeping the best parts of what we have, but 
updating and offering more 
11/14/2013 11:05 AM 
249 rapid growth 11/14/2013 9:01 AM 
250 Growth and how to accommodate it 11/13/2013 5:07 PM 
251 The need to plan for the future, especially in term of economic development to fund city services 
such as the library and public recreation facilities. 
11/13/2013 3:13 PM 
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